
Investigating The Ocean

Webinar 2: How To Track Ships Like a Pro Using OSINT



Our agenda for 
today

 

● Davide Mancini (ORN Fellow) will 
share the behind the scenes of his 
reporting (15 min)

● Fernanda and Federico (members 
of the Pulitzer Center’s data and 
research team) will share tips and 
tricks for investigating vessels  & 
more  (50 min)

● We will answer your questions! 
(25 min) 

The recording and the slides 
will be shared with everyone 

after the session. 





Link to the story here. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/mar/09/fish-factories-west-africa-guardian-investigation-desmog-fishmeal-oil
























Tips & tricks from the Data & Research Team 



A community shoutout! 
And the link to the: 
1) Marine Protection Atlas 
2) International Funding Overview
3) Recording of our previous 
“Investigating the Ocean” session

https://mpatlas.org/mpaguide/#-23.294,10.59672@2.46
https://www.30x30funding.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3OTlm8iTJg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3OTlm8iTJg


Some inspo before we begin!
A link to the book’s page on Goodreads

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32920977-arts-of-living-on-a-damaged-planet


Two images. The same story. Sines / Portugal - the largest port of the country VesselFinder 

We have: oil 
tankers, fishing 
vessels, container 
ships, sailing 
boats…

But for info 
regarding +24h, 
you need to pay

One goal for this 
session: the 
mindset that we 
can find info about 
any ship.

https://www.vesselfinder.com


What we will 
cover today

We will continue How to Track 
Ships Like a Pro Using OSINT - 
Part I and Part II

1. Vessel’s identifiers
2. Corporate structure
3. Crew information
4. OSINT formulas (tailor them to 

your research!) 
5. Tracking tools (historical AIS 

data)
6. Satellite imagery
7. Port records
8. Vessel / fishing regulation

https://pulitzercenter.org/resource/how-track-ships-pro-using-osint-part-i
https://pulitzercenter.org/resource/how-track-ships-pro-using-osint-part-ii


An analogy between ships and people—with 

nationalities, ID cards, phones, families, professions. 

That would translate to:

● Flag (nationality): St.Kitts and Nevis

● IMO (ID number by the International Maritime 

Organization – does not change): 8915299

● MMSI (the Maritime Mobile Service Identity is an 

ID number that relates to the ship’s radio, so you 

can think of it as a person’s phone): 20842000

● Port of registry (family): Vietnam 

● Vessel type (profession): Cargo

1. What identifies 
a vessel?

Damas Wave / MV Golden Yara - IMO 8915299



Question  #1

Where did the MV Golden Yara 
dock at on the 3rd of March of 
2026?

+ Bonus: what was the 
timestamp and for how many 
hours?

Global Fishing Watch will give you 
the answer!

https://globalfishingwatch.org/map/index?callbackUrlStorage=true


Answer  #1

You can hover over 
the timeline and 
create a GIF



2. That’s cool. But 
what if I don’t know 
my vessel? Brazil! 󰎙

From here, all sorts of stories: 1) How many fishing 
boats?; 2) The national oil company, Petrobras, has 
how many active ships?; 3) What’s the foreign flag 
most prevalent in Brazilian waters on May 2026? 



3. What if I’m not 
interested in a EZZ, but a 
specific area? Portugal! 󰐨
You can 1) Upload a file (ex.: 
shapefile,GeoJSON, or a csv with 
coordinates) or 2) draw an area of 
interest



Zooming in!
One vessel 
from the list 
of Sines

An LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) 
tanker is a vessel designed to 
transport natural gas in liquid form.



A sneak peak into crew information 
(just because I was curious… we’ll talk 
more about it soon!)

Press release can be found here

https://bw-group.com/newsroom/articles/2025/02/bw-lng-celebrating-our-nigerian-seafarers/


Fleet information can be found here

https://bw-group.com/about-us/our-fleet/


● Beneficial Owner: the entity or entities that 

own, control, and profit from the vessel. 

● Registered Owner: individual or entity 

officially recorded as the vessel’s owner in a 

country’s national ship registry. 

● Commercial Operator: responsible for 

financial and operational aspects of a vessel’s 

employment on behalf of its owner. 

2. Back on track! Let’s move to ownership

● Technical (Ship) Manager: responsible for 

physical maintenance of a vessel. This includes 

repairs and operational efficiency. 

● Third Party Operator: operates a vessel’s 

day-to-day on behalf of the owner. 

● ISM manager: responsible for ensuring 

adherence to the International Safety 

Management (ISM) Code. 



Question #2

What company is the ship manager 
of the Damas Wave? And what 
company is the registered owner?

Equasis will give you the answer!

https://www.equasis.org/EquasisWeb/public/HomePage


Answer #2 

Want to know more about these 
companies? Use free OpenCorporates or 
paid services like Sayari!

https://opencorporates.com


Before, this was answer #2 

Want to know more about these 
companies? Use free OpenCorporates or 
paid services like Sayari!

https://opencorporates.com


Equasis will also show you:

● Documents of compliance

● Synthesis of inspections

● A company’s fleet 

● The address in which it is registered

● & more! So please spend time there

● And do you stop at Equasis? No! Go to 

Open Sanctions

● You can also use Aleph or Apiary

2. What should I use 
Equasis for? + where 
else can I look?

https://www.opensanctions.org/search/?q=Damas+Wave
https://secure.occrp.org/auth/realms/general/protocol/openid-connect/auth?client_id=data-occrp-org&nonce=1ww82phepk9d71xc63995iy62l&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Faleph.occrp.org%2Fapi%2F2%2Fsessions%2Fcallback&response_type=code&scope=openid+profile+email&state=8euyjgt7z82zbyngkncilk7y


3. Crew information

● Crew Data is very useful: you 
can see crewing companies + 
seafarers. 

● MaritimeMonster
● War Sanctions - We now have a 

name!
● Reddit is also a great source 

https://crewdata.com/index.php?lang=eng
https://maritime.monster/job-links/
https://war-sanctions.gur.gov.ua/en/transport/ships/307


● "Damas Wave" crew CV

● site:facebook.com "Damas Wave" vessel

● filetype:pdf ("IMO 8915299")

4. Dorking



Link here

Link here

https://www.vr.org.vn/contents/notice/Lists/Notice/Attachments/627/Danh%20sach%20tau%20bi%20luu%20giu%202014%20ngay%2031.12.2014.pdf
https://ivms.mil.gov.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/dovidka-22.07-31.07.2025.pdf


In MarineTraffic you will get other results. Try to check every source. 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:736812/mmsi:620842000/imo:8915299/vessel:DAMAS%20WAVE#overview


Are you stuck and unsure which OSINT formulas to use? 

● You can go to:
○ ChatGPT
○ Perplexity

https://www.perplexity.ai


Question #3

Sometimes we aren’t looking at 
crews, but at people that work in 
companies. 

We’re going to Argetina now! 󰎆 
And looking up a company called 
“Pesantar” 

Can you do a google dork focused 
on LINKEDIN? 

I want to know:

1) The google dork that you used
2) The name of at least one 

person that we know works / 
worked at Pesantar



Answer #3 

site:linkedin.com/in "Pesantar"



Statement by lawyers that assisted the finance scheme
+ possible story: which other firms received the credit? 

Document from 2010 which has the signature of a 
manager at the time. (USE THE DOMAIN to find other 
documents)

https://pagbam.com/noticias/prestamo-sindicado-a-empresa-pesquera-de-la-patagonia-y-antartida/
http://concejoushuaia.sytes.net/sistema/files/ASUNTOS/2010/49.pdf


Over to Fede!



● Automated Identification System (AIS): a 
communications system by which ships 
continuously broadcast their position

● We can use it to monitor a ship's identity, 
position, speed, course, and navigational 
status

● Limits
○ Scattered data / error
○ Self-reported
○ Can be turned off
○ AIS Spoofing

5. AISConsiglia Madre
IMO 8541828



● On GFW, you can use AIS to review a 
vessel's past activity

● GFW uses an algorithm to estimate 
fishing activities, loitering, encounters, 
and port calls

● You can check the past track to look for 
AIS outages

● You can view the tracks of a group of 
vessels at the same time

Consiglia Madre
IMO 8541828



Question #4

On July 6, 2024, Consiglia Madre 
had an encounter with another 
fishing vessel.

1) What is its name?
2) How long did the encounter 

last? 



Answer #4



There is more information that we can learn 
about the Consiglia Mare

You can also download the past track and all the 
events for from GFW for further analysis (in 
Google Sheets, Google Earth or QGIS)



Using AIS data in GFW, you can do more advanced 
things, such as checking how traffic in the Strait of 
Hormuz has changed since the blockade...



... or find out which ships crossed it!



● Use Copernicus Browser (Sentinel-1 and 2: 

high frequency, medium resolution) or 

Google Earth (low frequency, high resolution)

● You can check if a vessel was at a specific port 

at a certain time or try to find a specific 

encounter → Evidence!

● If you don’t find it there, it doesn’t mean it hasn’t 

happened

6. Satellite Imagery 

https://browser.dataspace.copernicus.eu/
https://earth.google.com/web/?hl=en_US


● People love photographing vessels

● You can use websites like ShipSpotting, Vessel 

Finder, and MarineTraffic (free version) to help 

verify satellite images or find more information

● You can search by IMO, MMSI, name, and more

● Social media is another source for images 

(including those taken from inside by the crew!)

Consiglia Madre
IMO 8541828

https://www.shipspotting.com/
https://www.vesselfinder.com/gallery
https://www.vesselfinder.com/gallery
https://www.marinetraffic.com/


Question #5

1) Can you find the encounter 
mentioned in this story using 
Copernicus Browser? 

2) What are the coordinates?

TIP: Look up the location and date, 
then use the ruler icon              to 
measure and find the answer (first 
you'll need to figure out how many 
kilometers are in 24 nautical miles!)

Read the full story here

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/malaysia-seizes-1299-million-crude-oil-tankers-suspected-illegally-transferring-2026-02-01/


Answer #5

Date for image:
30 Jan 2026
Coordinates:
5.515, 99.579 

Bonus: can you find any of them on GFW?



● Use Cerulean to identify vessels that have 

caused oil spills

● Cerulean uses an algorithm based on AIS data and 

satellite imagery to identify potential sources

● You can filter by area, flag MMSI or look for 

dark vessels

● You can check within the MPA or EEZ, or upload 

your own AOI

https://cerulean.skytruth.org/


● You can monitor ships that 

arrive/depart from specific ports – you 

can also create polygons if you’d like to 

monitor a bigger area

● Different ports serve different purposes 

(cargo, petroleum, agricultural bulk, etc.)

7. Port records

Port of Guapi



7. Port records

Daniela’s project
Port of Guapi



Link here

https://www.dimar.mil.co/print/pdf/node/5759


●  The Outlaw Ocean has a great database 

where you can filter by country to learn 

more about their marine policies.

● If you want to dive specifically into 

registries, the International Maritime 

Organization's Global Integrated 

Shipping Information System (free) 

provides official shipping records.

● Knowing how the ocean and “its players” 

are regulated in your country of interest 

is one of the most important tasks in 

your reporting. 

8. Vessel / Fishing regulation

https://theoutlawocean.com/toolkit/global-fishing-legislation/brazil
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://gisis.imo.org/


Question #6

In Indonesia, what is the penalty for 
any fishing vessel making use of any 
gear or substances prohibited under 
regulation 6, for fishing in the 
Indonesian Exclusive Economic Zone?

Outlaw Ocean will give you the 
answer. 

https://theoutlawocean.com/toolkit/global-fishing-legislation/indonesia


Answer #6 

“shall be a fine of not more than 75 
million rupiah and the withdrawal 
of the fishing permit.”



Questions?



THANK YOU!

pulitzercenter.org

Don’t miss: Webinar 3 - Follow the Money


